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HOME VISITS

Pastor Blaine Jorq is available to bring Holy Communion to the home
of any member desiring a visit. You may also call him, regardless of the
time, if any congregation member is in need of pastoral care. This is
particularly important when there is a serious illness, an accident, a hos-
pitalization and when death approaches or occurs.

Cell: 716-239-1097

Email: ministry285@yahoo.com

Church Phone Extension

When calling 692-6862, you do not need to wait for a prompt to
dial an extension. When you call the church phone number, and the call
connects, you may dial any extension, immediately. If that extension
transfers to a voice mail and you want to speak to a person, you may dial
another extension. You do not need to hang up and call back.

St. Matthew Lutheran Church 716- 692-6862

St. Matthew Lutheran Church Fax# 716-692-0242

The following extensions can be reached from both phone #’s

above:

Church Office Ext. 202
Bible Conference Room Ext. 204
Quilting Room Ext. 206
Kitchen Ext. 207
Music Room Ext. 209
Computer Room Ext. 210
Library Ext. 214
Custodian Office Ext. 219
Gymnasium Ext. 220
YCC Room Ext. 221

Contact the office at St. Matthew Lutheran Church at

office@stmatthewlutheran.net




A WORD
FROM THE

PASTOR

Dear Members of St. Matthew...

Welcome to the heart of winter here in Western New York... its cold, its dark,
but.. if we take just a minute, we realize that the days are getting longer, and
even though we are in the throes of winter, we look forward to warmer weath-
er, longer days, and time outside again.. Like-wise as Christians, we look
toward to that better day! And that better day is the coming of our Lord and
Savior... My New Year’s Prayer for all the members of St Matthew is that you
never lose sight of that day! That you have prepared for that day... that you
are ready for that day...

May God’s richest blessings keep you focused and prepared, and may you
always be in the Word with each other and always growing in spirit and ser-
vice.

With much love and compassion to my fellow believers here at St. Matthew,
Blessings to you all,

Pastor Blaine
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NEW YEAR PRAYER

Another year is dawning
With the chance to start anew.
May | be kinder, wiser, Lord,
In all | say and do.

Not so caught up in selfish gain
That | would fail to see
The things in life that mean the most
Cost not a fancy fee.

The warm, kind word that | can give,
The outstretched hand to help,
The prayers | pray for those in need-
More precious these than wealth.

| know not what may lie ahead
Of laughter or of tears;
I only need to know each day
That You are walking near.

I'm thankful for this brand new year
As now | humbly pray,
My hand secure in Yours, dear Lord,
Each step along the way.

Kay Hoffran



President’s Report President's
REPORT

As we enter January, we always look forward to a fresh new year, with new
opportunities, new beginnings and a fresh look at the life of our Savior, Jesus
Christ, always starting with His Baptism and moving on into Lent in February.
As we do that, I'd like to take a look back at some of the recent events and
highlight some bright spots.

I am pleased to report that the NT Food Pantry received
the additional $500 donation from Thrivent as a result of
our October Food Drive. The pantry is always very ’;‘ THRIVENT®
appreciative of our donations and efforts, and it is and
inspiration seeing what our congregation can accomplish.

In November, we held our annual Thanksgiving worship
service. Members were very generous in bringing food
items to restock our own St Matthew food pantry, which
was practically empty. The elders report that it is in a
better position, with sufficient stock now to help families
in need. Also during our service, we enjoyed the many
pictures of Scenes for Thanks that members shared. |
would like to thank everyone for all the pictures, especially the Ladies Guild
and Carol Wilczak, who takes many pictures at the various events throughout
the year.

Some people were disappointed that the large flag was missing from the wall
this year. We have had a large flag at most of our Thanksgiving services for
probably 40 years or more, starting when we used to borrow the flag from
Perkins restaurant, and later with the current flag, that was donated in a size
to fit the wall behind the altar. It is a lot of work hanging the flag, especially
with the large ladder involved to get up to the ceiling of the church. You may
notice that even the decorations of our Christmas season are more subtle.
The people who are volunteering to decorate are getting older, and simply
unable to physically handle the large tasks. While the decorations are differ-
ent, we still come together to worship and give thanks to our Creator and
God. If anybody is interested in assisting with decorating, please let us know,
because we do not have any regular committee members anymore. Help is
always appreciated, even if you don't want to be on a formal committee.

Volunteers Needed

Pooreertot




In December, our Ladies Guild hosted a Pot-Luck dinner with Harmonic Edge
as our entertainment once again. The entertainment is very good and they
are a lot of fun. Our Elders delivered fruit baskets to shut ins and a couple
other people as a thank you and a pick-me-up for their day. Everyone enjoys
the fellowship of these events and a chance to visit with each other.

Thanks to the efforts of our Treasurer and Church Council, we

were once again able to hold our budget meeting on time in 2
November this year. We passed a budget that could again 9
come up short for the coming year. We are always conserva-

tive in budget projections, and while we are concerned that the

loss of income could become an issue, the shortage is certainly not insur-
mountable. If every person gave just $3 or $4 more per week, we can come
out even, if all the expenses hold true. Please prayerfully consider your giving
levels and continue to pray about our budget. We provided copies of the
budget at the Voter's meeting and more are available by the bulletins. If you
didn't get one, please ask.

Another thing I'd like people to prayerfully consider is volunteering

for positions. We also held elections in November. There were

no new volunteers for any open positions. Look in the front of this

communicator for the positions and openings. Many of the duties
are listed in the by-laws, but any of the council members are willing to talk
with you about the positions. Any new volunteers will receive plenty of help
and guidance from the current officers.

The closing budget for 2025 looks much better than projected, due to lower
expenses than projected, and significant donations towards the end of the
year. It speaks to the dedication of our members and their support to keep
the church going smoothly. I'm not sure if we will finish on the positive side,
but it is not as bad as it looked initially. We thank everyone for their continued
support.

Our next regular Voter's meeting is scheduled for February
15th , just before the start of Lent. As you participate in events
and socialize throughout the year, please remember to take
and share your photos for the Thanksgiving service. It's never
to early to send pictures. Send them to wbundy02@gmail.com. When
sending photos, try to send the original and do not reduce the size. The full
sized pictures look so much better when projected on the wall.

=

Mark
Your Calendar!

Bill Bundy, President



LADIES GUILD NEWS AND NOTES
JANUARY & FEBRUARY “2026”

Here we are celebrating a New Year by God’s amazing grace.

We would like to thank everyone who has supported our projects and
mission service this past year, and we look forward to hosting more
events in this new year.

THANK YOU to everyone who supported our
Thanksgiving Pie Sale & our Christmas Cookie Sale.

Also, thank you to everyone who attended our Christmas Celebration
Pot Luck Dinner & Harmonic Edge Quartet Performance
on December 11th.
It was a wonderful night of good food & fellowship.

Your generosity has also been shown in the clothing items that were do-
nated to our “Helping Hands at Christmas” Mitten/Sock Tree. The follow-
ing items were collected: 11 Stuffed animals; 80 pairs adult socks; 14
pairs of kid’s socks; 6 kid’'s hats; 14 kid’s mittens; 31 adult hats; 1 scarf;
13 pairs of gloves. 170 items in total were collected.

These items have been distributed to Lighthouse Women & Children
Center, Girard Place, and Batavia Early Head Start. Thank You

LADIES GUILD CHRISTMAS GIFTS
It has also been our pleasure to provide monetary Christmas gifts to the
following organizations and individuals:

Lutheran Bible Translators; Able Light (formerly Bethesda Lutheran
Home); Concordia Seminary; Lutheran Church (formerly Ministry to
Armed Forces); Niagara Lutheran Home; TCCO; St. Matthew Sunday
School; Tom Goodrich; Dave Urtel; Michele Siegmann; Pastor Jorg; Joe
Siegmann; Operation Christmas Child; Shut-Ins.



YOU’VE GOT MAIL

Thanks to our volunteers, Dottie Lemke & Toni Durick this Christmas
greeting card service was a success and helped defray
the costly mailing prices.

NO JANUARY MEETING
BUT.....a

TASTING PARTY on
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2026
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12:00 PM (NOON)
*Note time*

COMMITTEE: Ellen Graf, Donna Heiser, Terry Smith,
Linda Robinson, Linda Olczak, Kristen Jorg, Janice Wiech

Please join us for a fun day of good food & fellowship.

Bring along a dish to share & your recipe!
And, please bring along a friend to join in the fun.

A
A

REMINDER: Ash Wednesday is February 18th, and marks the start
of the Lenten season.

May God grant everyone a peaceful & healthy New Year! Amen



January Serving Schedule
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February Serving Schedule
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Vine and Branches

4
g
A very special thank you for all of the donations for Operation Christ-
mas Child, and to everyone that came to fill the boxes. We filled 120
boxes, which will be a blessing to children, as well as sharing the love
of Jesus with them. We also reached our goal of $1200 to cover the
$10 shipping cost for each box. Your generous support is so appreci-
ated. Stay tuned for upcoming ways to support Operation Christmas
Child, including a goal that we have for soccer balls and pumps
for the boxes.

Thanks so much to Pastor Jorg for sharing his artistic talents by creat-
ing our new little lamb representative for Vine and Branches. We look
forward to including it in projects going forward. There will be future
communications about these projects, which include a Vine and
Branches newsletter, as well as information on how we will be
donating to Niagara Hospice for Valentine’s Day.

A G A

HOSP{CE

As the New Year begins, we look to Jesus Christ our Shepherd to
guide us as we look to come up with new ideas and ways to carry out
the work that He has called us to do. Please consider coming to The

Treehouse on Saturdays anytime from 9am-1pm and join us.

Please contact Kim Binkley at 716-909-6310 with any questions.

Thanks for all of your support and may God Bless you!



¢ Lutherans
A for life

Life Corner

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday is January 18! There will be special
devotions, activities, and prayers all week through January 24. You
can participate individually or as a family. Go to https://
lutheransforlife.org/?s=Life+week+2026

It is with great sadness but confident joy that the family of
Patricia Doebler announces her passing on December 16, 2025. A
funeral service will be held at St. Matthew Lutheran Church. A
committal service will follow at Acacia Park Cemetery.

Thoughts and prayers may be sent to Bill Doebler, Elderwood @
Wheatfield Rm# 219, 2600 Niagara Falls Bivd,
Niagara Falls, NY 14304.

Holy
Baptism
=D
\ .z
|
On Sunday, December 28, 2026 during the Worship service Daisy

L. Wolf , daughter of Leah Wolf (Urtel) and Joseph Wolf, born March
3, 2025 was “Baptized into Christ”.
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In addition to our regular Sunday worship service we will have a
Sunday night worship service with Holy Communion on the
second Sunday of each month at 7:00pm.

CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION

SARB will once again adopt seminary student
Andrew Hayes. Andrew is in his second year at
St. Catharines. He is currently doing his field work at
Holy Ghost Lutheran Church. Due to the Post Office
strike in Canada, he suggested sending future corre-
spondence to Holy Ghost, 6630 Luther Street,
Niagara Falls, NY 14304. His birthday is November
3rd. Please keep Andrew in your prayers
as he studies God's Word.



a:k WEM 7:00pm-Wednesday, February 18th

Lenten Worship will be held at 7:00pm on Wednesday’s
February 25th, March 4th, 11th, 18th and the 25th

Maundy Thursday, April 2nd, Worship will be held at 7:00pm
w/ Holy Communion

Food Friday , April 3rd will be held at 7:00pm

Easter Sunday Worship, April 5th will be held at 9:30am
w/ Holy Communion




Our Shut In Members

William Doebler

Elderwood @ Wheatfield Rm# 219
2600 Niagara Falls Blvd. Niagara Falls, NY 14304
Williams Birthday-August-3rd
(Ellen Graf)

Today someone is
thinking about you,
caring about you,

and keeping you

in their thoughts.

If you wish to be on the Ladies Guild shut-in
list please contact Linda Robinson at
716-622-1255.



IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

Doris Matheis

Sandra Lane Apts-Apt #139
North Tonawanda NY,14120
Birthday-February 23rd

Florence Lindaman
1110Payne Avenue Apt #132
North Tonawanda, NT 14120
Birthday-May 6th

Tom Essenburg

285 Roberts Drive

North Tonawanda NY, 14120
Birthday-January 9th

Sharon Lemke

1227 East Robinson St
North Tonawanda NY 14120
Birthday-April 4th

Schalley Rambath

Brookdale Senior Living Rm#510
6751 Nash Road

North Tonawanda, NY 14120
Birthday-April 21st

Gloria Haeseler

39 Bentham Parkway
Snyder, NY 14226
Birthday-July 15th

Ellie Grichen

42 Crestwood Court
Niagara Falls, NY 14304
Birthday-December 4th

Linda Davidson

7289 Graydon Dr.

North Tonawanda, NY 14120
Birthday-November 15th



BIRTHDAYS

2/7 Kelly Urtel
1/16 Paul Schultz
2/8 Eric Thursam
1/29 Sandra Moesch
2/28 Jeffrey Thursam

WEDDING ANNIVERSARYS

1/1 Craig & Becky Heigl

2/14 Dan & Kathy Wolf



ALTAR GUILD

“Thy Word is a Lamp unto my feet
and a Light unto my path”

Psalm 119:105

LITURGICAL COLORS FOR
JANUARY
WHITE; means light, purity, joy
& glory.
GREEN; symbolizes the hope of
eternal life.

CAPTAIN: Sharon Engler*
Linda Robinson
Lily Jorg
Paula Benedyczak

AP
A

LIURGICAL COLORS FOR
FEBRUARY
GREEN; symbolizes the hope of
eternal life.
WHITE; means light, purity, joy
& glory.

CAPTAIN: Linda Jasulevich*
Gayle Reischel
Rachel Behnke

ALTAR GUILD
CARD RACK

Don't forget to stop at the
card rack in the narthex to
pick out a card for that
“special”’ person or event.
Save a trip to the store,
support the Altar Guild.

Thank you




St. Matthew

FOOD PANTRY

t00D
ANTRY

St. Matthew Food Pantry is in need of household products,
paper goods. Please place the items in the bushel basket
in the narthex. If you know of a neighbor, friend or family in
need, please contact the church office at 716-692-6862.
Thank you. Contact Sue and Pete.

THE NORTH TONAWANDA FOOD PANTRY

Is open 10:00am 12:30pm Mon-Fri
for deliveries on 100 Ridge Street, NT,
716-692-8552

The North Tonawanda Food Pantry is in need of items for hearty
dinners, canned stew, soups, boxed mac & cheese. They are
always in need of shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes and deo-
dorant (personal care items). Please place items in the blue
bin in the Quilting Room. Thank you for your generosity.



St. Matthew YCC - Young Christians for Christ
Breanna Gerner, Youth Director — (716) 525-6953,
bgerner22@gmail.com

January
4th - Sledding!! @ 1pm, Chestnut Ridge

We will meet in the church parking lot at
1pm and leave from there. | will be bringing
shacks and water but there is also an
option to buy food for purchase at the
sledding hill. I'll have a few extra sleds, but
| recommend bringing your own!

Please let Ms Breanna know availability by
Jan 31st!

***\Weather Permitting***

February
1st — Backup Sledding/Snow Day

Hopefully we still have some snow and can
climb snow mounds in the parking lot, build
snowmen, and have snowball fights.

Backup we will be playing in the gym or YCC
room.

Same time and place for sledding if we are
unable to go in January.

***\Weather Permitting***



St. Matthew Lutheran Church
875 Eggert Drive

North Tonawanda, NY 14120
716-692-6862
office@stmatthewlutheran.net




