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AS WE GATHER
Today is not only the First Sunday in Advent but also the commemoration of St. Andrew, whose 
day governs the start of Advent. In this way, Andrew continues to point to Christ as we begin a 
new Church Year. How odd it is, then, that the Gospel for the First Sunday in Advent is the same 
as the Gospel for Palm Sunday! This reminds us that Jesus came for the cross and empty tomb, 

ill 

speak to us through the voice of His Word. We will feast upon His flesh for the life of the world 
and His blood that cleanses us from all sin. In all our preparations, we acclaim Him as Lord and 
receive Him and all His benefits.

introduce yourself to the pastor after service in the Narthex. We here at St. Matthew pray
that you enjoy your time worshiping with us today.

First Sunday of Advent
LSB 353 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring



INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
The night is far gone; the day is at hand. 
So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light. 

Silence for self-examination. 

Holy and gracious God, 
I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I 
know the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed but 
some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask 
forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace. 
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 
Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

*****LSB 357 O Come O Come Emmanuel vv1***** 
Advent Candle to be lit during hymn 

 
Introit 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 
righteous and having salvation. 

Save us, we pray, O LORD!
O LORD, we pray, give us success!

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!
We bless you from the house of the LORD.



The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. 
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! 

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
you are my God; I will extol you. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Kyrie 
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 
upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory be to God on high: 
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, 
we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great 
glory.  
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon 
us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou 
that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For 
Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
SALUTATION 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy Spirit, 
Let us pray, 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be 
rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.
Amen.



Old Testament Isaiah 2:1 5                                                                     
1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of 
the LORD shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be 
lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, 3and many 
peoples shall come, and say: let us go up to the mountain of 
the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways 
and that we ma For out of Zion shall go the law, and the 
word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and 
shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 5O house of 
Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD.                                                                   
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                         
Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Romans 13:11 14                                                                      
11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first 
believed. 12The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off 
the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us walk properly 
as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality 
and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.                                                                                                        
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                         
Thanks be to God.  

Alleluia. Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that
the King of glory may come in. Alleluia.



St Matthew 24:36 44 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty fourth chapter,                     
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.                                                                                      
36

angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 37As were the days of 
Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before 
the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day when Noah entered the ark, 39and they were unaware until the 
flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of 
Man. 40Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one 
left. 41Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one 
left. 42Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming. 43But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what 
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord                                                                       
Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

  
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.



  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints,  
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and life everlasting. Amen. 

  
          LSB 331 The Advent of Our King 
                                     Sermon 

 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 
me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 

spirit. Amen.                            
Offering  

  
Prayer of the Church 

Let us pray on behalf of the world, those with special need, and for all the 
faithful. 

Silence for prayer and meditation. 

That we may depart from the ways of the wicked and manifest in word and 
deed our faith in His Word and our delight in His will, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
That we may resist the temptation to despair in time of trouble and manifest 
a joyful heart and hope in all circumstances of this mortal life, let us pray to 
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
That we may enjoy the gift of good government, wise and faithful leaders, 
and peace among the nations, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



That those who suffer in any want or need the sick, grieving, and those 
troubled in mind or soul may be granted healing and comfort, [especially . 
. .], and that all may be preserved in faith and holiness to the day of Christ, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

  
Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS 
Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen. Amen. Amen.

LSB 349 Hark the Glad Sound


