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AS WE GATHER
During Advent, we wait for Jesus, with Jesus. The darkest part of the year is brightened by the 
assurance that the Savior who came for the world once is coming again. And we do not wait 
alone. Together, the whole Christian Church is accompanied in this waiting by the Christ who 
promises to be w
With pregnant anticipation, Mary waited for Jesus, the promised Messiah who would reign from 

with Jesus, the Son of the Most High nestled 
within her womb. Throughout this Advent, we will listen with Mary, sing with Mary, and wait with 
Mary. Because, on darkest days, the Christ comes as near to you as He did to Mary to wait with

Today we shall remember Mary as God reveals who she is through His Word, not how the world 
and many churches describe her. And in considering Mary, we look to the One who is the reason 
the Bible teaches us about Mary Jesus Christ, her Son and our Lord

Welcome
introduce yourself to the pastor after service in the Narthex. We here at St. Matthew pray

that you enjoy your time worshiping with us today.

Midweek Advent Service



LSB 338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  
INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

PSALM 
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous things! 
His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him. 
The LORD has made known His salvation; 
He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together before the 
LORD, 
For He comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with righteousness, 
and the peoples with equity. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous things! 
His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him. 

*****Hymn: 357 O Come O Come Emmanuel vv1***** 
Advent Candle to be lit during hymn 

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O light beyond all praising, You bring hope into our darkness through the 

and warm our nights, that our work, our worship, and our waiting might be 



through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
FIRST READING Jeremiah 33:14 18 

14  LORD, when I will fulfill the 
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days 
and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and 
he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah 
will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by 
which it will be called:  LORD 17 

the LORD: David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of 
Israel, 18 and the Levitical priests shall never lack a man in my presence to 
offer burnt offerings, to burn grain offerings, and to make sacrifices 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                         
Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING Luke 1:26 38 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he 

 O favored one, the Lord is with 
[b] 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern 

what sort of greeting this might be. 30  not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 



34

35 And the angel answered her, pon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 

will be called holy the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth 
in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with 
her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with 

 38  of the Lord; let it be to 
 the angel departed from her. 

This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                         
Thanks be to God.  

  
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 

      The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints,  
     the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

LSB 350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come



                                     Sermon 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 

me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 
spirit. Amen.                            

Offering  
  

PRAYERS 
Son of Mary and Son of God, we trust that in Your humanity, You know the 
burdens we bear, and in Your divinity, You hear and answer our prayers. So 
we kneel before You, just as Your mother knelt beside Your manger, to 
praise You for Your grace and to look to You for light. 

O holy Child of Mary, we pray for all mothers, that they might know the 
honor of being called by You to lead and serve their children. Bless all who 
became mothers unexpectedly; protect them from discouragement and 
supply them with peace and patience. Send safety particularly to mothers in 
the middle of pregnancy; grant them equal measures of joyful anticipation 
and good health. Son of Mary, 
hear our prayer. 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, we pray for the hearts of Your people during 
this season of distraction. Give Your faithful an unwavering joy for this 
season and an eagerness to greet You when You come again. Make all 
believers lights in a dark world, that they might shine like stars with purity 
and hope, and in so doing, win others for Your kingdom through the power 
of Your Gospel. Son of David, 
hear our prayer.

Only-begotten Son of the Father, You came as a light for all nations. 
Restrain evil leaders, bring an end to violence and discord, and kindle in all 
people a pursuit of peace and righteousness. Make us believers the first to 



help rather than hurt, meeting the needs of our neighbors as we have been 
equipped to do, so that all people might come to Your light and praise the 
brightness of Your rising. Son of God, 
hear our prayer. 

 

S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would 
forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me 
this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, 
and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may 
have no power over me. Amen. 

 
CLOSING SENTENCES 

He who is mighty has done great things for me.
Holy is His name.
To God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be all honor and glory in 
His holy church, forever and ever.
Amen. Christ died! Christ is risen! Christ shall come again!



BENEDICAMUS 
Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 

LSB 887 Now the Light Has Gone Away 


