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TLH 671 My Church, My Church, My Dear Old Church
Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Remembrance of Baptism
In Holy Baptism Esther was clothed with the robe of Christ's righteousness that
covered all her sin. St. Paul says, "Do you not know that all of us who have been
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?"
We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with Him in a
death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like
His.
Kyrie
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.
Salutation and Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-kindness shown to
Esther and to all Your servants who, having finished their course in faith, now rest
from their labors. Grant that we also may be faithful unto death and receive the
crown of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 25:6–8
6

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food,
a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
7
And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all
peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. 8He will swallow up death forever;
and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his
people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Epistle Revelation 21:2–5
2

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with
them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.
4
He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither
shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have
passed away.” 5And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making
all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy
and true.”
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Holy Gospel Luke 2:8–14
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
8
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy
that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a

baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is
pleased!”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
Apostles' Creed
God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in
trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints.
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
LSB 387 Joy to the World
Sermon

Prayer of the Church
Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus from the dead.
Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together into one communion
in the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Give to Your whole
Church in heaven and on earth Your light and peace. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection may
die to sin and rise to newness of life and so pass with Him through the gate of
death and the grave to our joyful resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant that all who have been nourished by the holy body and blood of Your Son
may be raised to immortality and incorruption to be seated with Him at Your
heavenly banquet. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give to the family of Esther and to all who mourn comfort in their grief and a sure
confidence in Your loving care that, casting all their sorrow on You, they may
know the consolation of Your love. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give courage and faith to the bereaved, that within the communion of Your
Church they may have strength to meet the days ahead in the assurance of a holy
and certain hope and in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love
who have departed in the faith. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and
find comfort in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Receive our thanks for Esther and for all the blessings You bestowed on her in
this earthly life. Bring us at last to our heavenly home that with her we may see
You face to face in the joys of paradise. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and
immortality to light. We give You thanks that by His death He destroyed the
power of death and by His resurrection He opened the kingdom of heaven to all
believers. Strengthen us in the confidence that because He lives we shall live also,
and that neither death nor life nor things present nor things to come will be able
to separate us from Your love, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
LSB 461 I Know that My Redeemer Lives
Lord's Prayer
Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
Nunc Dimittis
"I am the resurrection and the life," says the Lord. "He who believes in Me
will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will
never die."
Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace;
Your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation
which You have prepared in the sight of every people:

a light to reveal You to the nations
and the glory of Your people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
"I am the resurrection and the life," says the Lord. "He who believes in Me
will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will
never die."
Concluding Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock into the arms of Your
mercy and bring them home. Comfort us with the certain hope of the
resurrection to everlasting life and a joyful reunion with those we love who have
died in the faith; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, by the death of Your Son Jesus Christ You destroyed death, by His
rest in the tomb You sanctified the graves of Your saints, and by His bodily
resurrection You brought life and immortality to light so that all who die in Him
abide in peace and hope. Receive our thanks for the victory over death and the
grave that He won for us. Keep us in everlasting communion with all who wait for
Him on earth and with all in heaven who are with Him, for He is the resurrection
and the life, even Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
Amen.
Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of the Lord. Amen.

TLH 673 Let There Be Peace on Earth

